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MEMBER 2064 - ROBERT BURNS WORLD FEDERATION
MEMBER - ROBERT BURNS ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA

7th Annual Burns Celebration
254TH ANNIVERSARY
SOUVENIR

PROGRAM

1759

2013
Robert Burns 1759-1796

“A Nicht Wi’ Robbie Burns”
Saturday, 26 January 2013
Southside Events Center
Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada
`The Selkirk Grace`
“Some hae meat and canna eat, and some wad eat that want it,
but we hae meat and we can eat, and sae the Lord be thankit.”

Bringing Robbie Burns and
Scotland‘s culture and traditions to you

“In Heaven itself, I’ll ask no more than just a Highland welcome.”

							

Robert Burns

WELCOME FROM THE CLUB
FAILTE A CHAIRDE (Welcome Friends)
to our Seventh Annual Burns Celebration. We are
always glad to see our old friends and members
coming back, and it is always a special treat to see
new faces as well.
One major change for the Club in 2012 was
the decision to rename or rebrand ourselves from
‘The Freemasons of Medicine Hat Burns Club’
to the shorter and more appropriate title of ‘The
Medicine Hat Burns Club’.
Where membership in the Club was always
open to a limited number of men, not only Freemasons who shared our
goal of preserving and promoting Scottish heritage and traditions, and
especially the memory and works of the Immortal Bard Robbie Burns, that
goal remains. And it is that goal which we would like to involve more people
with.
Neil Chisholm, President

As usual I would like to thank our sponsors, the 2013 Event
Committee and everyone else who was involved or helped to make tonight a
success. So relax, have a little haggis, or have a lot, try out our rebranded Jolly
Beggars Scotch Bar, which is still world famous, enjoy the entertainment,
and have a great night.
							
Slàinte!
							 Neil Chisholm
						
President

new club piper’s pennant

The Club is proud to present its new piper’s pennant which will
conform to the Club’s new name and its tie to the Jolly Beggars.
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Club Executive
Neil Chisholm, President *
‘Chieftain of the Nicht’

Mike Duffy, Vice-President *
Craig Elder, Gaird & Chaplain *
Ken Montgomery, Scribe & Treasurer *
Directors: Kevin Van Der Kooy *, Bill Cocks, Robert Marsh,
Barry Yard *, Chris Gerbrandt, CD *, Stuart Hardiker, CD *
& Major Les McCulloch

Appointments
Bill Cocks, Esq., Club Bard
Jennifer Brown, Club Vocalist
Eric Kean, Pipe Band Liasion
Malcolm Sissons, Club Piper
Robert Marsh, Scotch Steward
Chris Gerbrandt CD, Club Photographer *

Past Presidents
Ken Montgomery (2006-2010) *
Albert Fyfe (2010-2011) *

Honourary Members
Major Andy Harrower (REME) *
Major Ian Cameron (SCOTS) *
Major Les McCulloch (AGC) SPS
Mrs. Jennifer Brown (Club Vocalist)
* Founding Member

HONOURED GUESTS
LaVar Payne (& Micheline Payne)
MP, Medicine Hat

Blake Pedersen (& Angela Kolody)
MLA, Medicine Hat

Norm Boucher (& Sanja Boucher)
Mayor, City of Medicine Hat

Col. Jim Landon, MBE
Base Commander, BATUS

Lt. Col. Doug Claggett, CD (& Megan McKenzie)
Base Commander, CFB Suffield

SPECIAL GUESTS
Lt. Col. Steve Nevin

Deputy Base Commander, BATUS

Lt. Col. Nick Sealy-Thompson (& Lesley Sealy-Thompson)
Deputy Base Commander, BATUS

Major Kevin Conrad, CD (& Mavis Conrad)
Deputy Base Commander, CFB Suffield

Warrant Officer (Sgt. Maj.) Alex MacKinnon
Royal Regiment of Scotland, BATUS

Cpl. Sean Chiddenton

Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Depot Division, Regina, SK.

‘Bill O’ FARE’
First Course
Chieftain o’ the puddin race, warm, reekin’ rich Haggis
Wi’ McBride’s Baps and Butter and Clapshot
(Neeps & Tatties)
(First course will be served direct to your table)

Second Course
Highland Cow with Wee Roasted Tatties Wi’
Veggies & Garden Salads.
(Second course served buffet style with tables attending as directed by the MC)

Followed by dessert, Coffee or Tea and Cranachan
Atholl Brose also available for a wee fee
Haggis custom made for the Club by Mike’s Meats

THE HAGGIS

before

after

Hagginasus, or Haggis for short, is endemic to Scotland where the
Picts and Scots, using the now extinct Haggis Hound hunted it for its fur.
Haggis is now a great delicacy in many parts of the world but especially in
Scotland, where traditionally it is hung by its toes for 7 days in a pine-forest
before eating. A crafty little beast, not many know it has one leg shorter than
the other. This helps it to run in short and fast circles, which greatly assists
in it distracting and confusing its enemies. As the haggis is getting harder to
find, for this years feast we had to again send out our best Haggis Hunters,
including Mike and Mark MacSteiner to greater than usual distances to
return with sufficient fare for tonight’s event. ENJOY!
(This reference to the Haggis may have a few errors but is believed to be true, honest)

Robert Burns
Scotland’s National Poet
		
Robert Burns was born 25 January
1759 at Ayrshire and grew up poor. His father
was a struggling farmer who did his best to
educate his bright and lively son even though
not many years could be spent at school.
		
Robert Burns achieved immortality
through his almost single-handed efforts to
reinvigorate the Scottish vernacular through
his wonderful poetry and his rescue of hundreds of the folk songs of Scotland. His poetry revolves around country and town life,
the life he knew. He wrote satires about the
“high and mighty”, particularly the self-righteous and the tyranny of the
Kirk (Church). He composed beautiful love poems, some tender, some sassy,
about the many women he loved. He wrote with affection, respect and often
high humor about country folk and their lives. He had a heart for the weeest of creatures - and could compose at the drop of a hat.
Alas, no one is talented in every direction (especially famous poets,
it seems). Burns failed at farming and, indeed, at every occupation he tried
(aside from writing). In desperation, he published a book of his poems in
1786 and achieved an unexpected success. Unfortunately, the proceeds were
ultimately used up when invested in farms that failed. Discouraged and dissipated, Burns died at the young age of 37 on 21 July 1796 at Dumfries.
But Rabbie Burns was more than charming, more than handsome.
He had a genuine love for people, a real respect for the down-and-outers of
the world, and he really did love all those ladies (and they loved him back).
He worked extremely hard at his poetry and his songs (for which he never
accepted a penny, he considered the songs his gift to the Scottish people).
This generosity of spirit marks what is best in the heart of man, and that is
why the Scots took Rabbie Burns into their hearts and why we take him into
ours.

a special club treat for the introduction
of our special and honoured guests
W.O. 2 (SGT. Maj.) Alaisdair (Alex) Mackinnon
Royal Regiment of Scotland
BATUS, CFB Suffield

Alex Mackinnon was born in Kinlochleven, a wee
village in the Highlands of Scotland. Having joined
the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders in 1985,
Alex, now a Warrant Officer (Sergeant Major) with
the Royal Regiment of Scotland, retires on the the
14th February from a 27 year military career.
Although Alex has served in numerous parts of
the world, one of his most satisfying jobs was when he was a Colour Sergeant based in England as a Counter Terrorism Instructor.
Alex is married to his Scottish sweetheart Sharlene. They met after
Alex (a private soldier at this point) was ordered (ok asked) to go on a blind
date with Sharlene by her father Billy Clyde. At that time Billy was Alex’s
platoon Sergeant. Alex and Sharlene are now in their 21st year of marriage,
and Alex patiently awaits the final decision on his permanent residency in
Canada, and once confirmed he is keen to start a new career in the Oil And
Gas Industry.

Cpl. Sean (BIG SEAN) Chiddenton
Royal Canadian Mounted Police
RCMP Training Academy, Depot Division, Regina
Sean was born in the not so wee city of Winnipeg, MB. He joined the RCMP in 1996 and upon
graduation was posted to the Northwest Territories
for the next 9 years. The majority of his time (6
years) he was stationed out of Yellowknife, but traveled all over the Arctic including Nunavut. In 2005
he was transferred to Regina, with his fiancee Tyler in tow, to teach
driving to cadets at Depot. In 2006 he and Tyler tied the knot at the RCMP
Chapel at Depot.
After three years of driving with cadets in the city and on a track,
and an appearance on the Rick Mercer Report, and heavy medication to
calm nerves, Sean transferred to the Drill Unit. Here he has been yelling at
people ever since, most of them being Cadets. At this time Sean is waiting
for Staffing to surprise him any day now with his next adventure. Sean notes
he is a big Saskatchewan Roughriders fan and bleeds Green.

THE tartones

From L to R: Bill Cocks, Gord Kosmick, Drew Darley, Bob Cruikshank, Darryl Risk,
Judith Dickie, Bob Herring, Bob Arthurs, Paul Nederveen, Hugh English,
Wayne Barnes. Missing: John Frame and Jim Cumming

CLUB plaque presentations
The Club is very pleased to maintain a relationship with the
Canadian and British military, and speciffically with those serving at CFB
Suffield and BATUS. At the 2012 Jolly Beggars Banquet, the Club was
pleased to receive plaques of recognition from CFB Suffield and BATUS.
Major Kevin Conrad presented on behalf of CFB Suffield and Lt. Colonel
Nick Sealy-Thompson presented on behalf of BATUS.

CFB Suffield

BATUS
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MASTER OF C
Mike Duffy, V

COCKTAILS, FIRST BAND SET & DANCE
South Alberta Pipes and Drums
FLAGS & PIPES
CLUB WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS
O’ CANADA

Memb

PIPER’S PENNANT PRESENTATION
PROCESSION & ADDRESS TO THE HAGGIS
Address by
Neil Chisholm, Club President
SELKIRK GRACE
Craig Elder, Gaird & Chaplain
DINNER
Haggis will be served to the tables, dinner will be
buffet as coordinated and directed by the MC
TOAST TO HER MAJESTY, QUEEN ELIZABETH II
Col. Jim Landon, MBE
Base Commander, BATUS
HIGHLAND DANCE
Julie Hack & Shannon Thomas
SONGS OF BURNS
The Tartones
THE IMMORTAL MEMORY - PART 1
Rab Cowan

Serving
Southern Alberta
Since 2000
Ken & Brenda Montgomery - Owners
Wills, Uncontested Divorces, Traffic Ticket Defense
& More - Free Consultation- 403-580-5080

“Oh Lord. Since w
Which we sa
Let Meg noo ta
And Jock bring

GRAM

CEREMONIES
Vice-President

ber 2064

we ha’e feasted thus,
ae little merit
ak awa the flesh,
g in the spirit.”

SECOND BAND SET
South Alberta Pipes and Drums
TOAST TO SODGA’S AWA
Lt. Col. Doug Claggett, CD
HIGHLAND CATHEDRAL
Pipe Major Eric Kean and the
South Alberta Pipes and Drums
TOAST TO THE LASSIES
David Millburn
RESPONSE TO THE TOAST OF THE LASSIES
Lt. Col. Lesley Sealy-Thompson (RADC)
SONGS OF BURNS
The Tartones
IMMORTAL MEMORY - PART II
Rab Cowan
THE STAR O’ ROBBIE BURNS
The Tartones
A MAN’S A MAN
Bill Cocks, Club Bard
CONCLUDING REMARKS & RAFFLE DRAW
Mike Duffy, Master of Ceremonies
AULD LANG SYNE
(Sung by all present with hands joined and then entwined)
MAIR SANGS ‘N’ CLATTER

Chris Gerbrandt, Owner

The Club’s Kukri (and haggis despatcher)

Major Les McCulloch

Presentation by
Lt. Col. Nick
Sealy-Thompson

Neil Chisholm
Trying out the
new weapon

With its origins going back to ancient times,
the Kukri is not only the national knife of Nepal but is
also symbolic of the Gurkha soldier, a prized possession
with which he has indelibly carved an identity for
himself. The awesome cutting edge of the Kukri was
first experienced by the British in India who had to
face it in the well-documented battles since 1814
while combating the Gurkha army in the western
Nepal. Thus was born the legend and the romance. In
the Gurkha soldier’s grip, this seemingly small piece of
curved steel becomes an incredibly menacing weapon
with which he has demonstrated rare feats of bravery
while facing the enemy in many battlefields.
Where Honourary Club Member, Major
Les McCulloch (AGC SPS) had been transferred to
Nepal, as a treat to the club he obtained a custom
made kukri with scabbard and presentation stand.
At last years Jolly Beggar’s Banquet (22 September,
2012), and on behalf of Major McCulloch, this kukri
was presented to the Club by Lt. Colonel Nick SealyThompson (RE), who noted that when the kukri was
withdrawn from its scabbard, it was tradition that
blood be shed. Taking that a step further the Club
decided that henceforth this kukri would be used as
the official slayer of haggis at Club functions. That
tradition started that night!

26 Chinook Drive S.W.
26 ChinookHat,
Drive
S.W.
Medicine
Alberta
Medicine
T1A
4B3 Hat, Alberta
T1A 4B3

Ph. (403) 526-8910
Ed Jakubowsky
Ph. Fax.
(403)(403)
526-8910
528-9354
Fax. (403) 528-9354
ejcactus@telusplanet.net

A. Craig Elder, CFP, FCSI, CLU
Branch Manager
Investment Advisor, Financial Planner
& Insurance Representative

403-504-2723
craig.elder@rbc.com
www.acelder.ca

M c Kay’s Kilts & Medals
Kilt Maker
Medal Mounting
Mess Dress Tailored
Militar� Alterations
Highland Dress Specialists
Civilian Alterations
Full Size & Miniat�re Medals Supplied
Special Measure For�s Completed

20 Years Experience
in Military Tailoring

Tel: 01207 509674
Mob: 07754 827784
Email: george@mckayskilts.com
Web: www.mckayskilts.com
3-6 Station Road, Consett, Co Durham DH8 5RL

Official Tailor for The Medicine Hat Burns Club

Address to the Haggis
by NEIL CHISHOLM, PRESIDENT

We may never know exactly what inspired
Burns to write `Address To A Haggis’. What is clear,
however, is that Burns was presenting the Haggis as being a unique and symbolic part of Scottish identity and
culture. Through the power of the spoken word and the
imagery of vivid language, Robbie successfully portrayed
a picture in the mind, which has since become the focal
point of the celebration of Burns and Scotland.

One of our favourite presenters of the `Address
to the Haggis’, Neil was born in Jedburgh, Scotland
and joined the British military as a boy soldier with the Royal Electrical
Mechanical Engineers (REME) in 1976. He served in Ireland, Falkland
Islands, Bosnia, Germany and Canada. Trained as a heavy duty mechanic
Neil left the military as a Warrant Officer Artificer in 1999. Immigrating to
Canada in 2001 Neil, who is the current Club president is employed in the
oil patch and is proud to be involved with supporting the Club’s mandate.

A MAN’s A MAN
BY BILL COCKS, CLUB BARD
What makes a real king is not his manners, but his
innate character and qualities. In this Scots song and poem,
Burns clearly demonstrates his contempt for the rank and
reveals his ideas of liberalism which were so much ahead of
his time. In an 18th century small country, ruled by Hanoverian kings, Burns’ words were inspirational to the poor
people who did not bow and scrape like “coward slaves,”
and considered themselves to be equals to those aristocrats
with their “silk” and “wines.” The values championed by
Burns in this poem are both timeless and universal and embody the spirit of
the enlightenment and all that was flourishing in Scotland then. It is also recognized internationally by those who believe in the equality of all.
William Wren Cocks, fondly known as Bill, was born and raised in
Medicine Hat. He is a lawyer and former City Alderman who has also been
active with musical and theatre productions for many years. Bill played Pontius Pilate in the Medicine Hat Theatre Company’s production of Jesus Christ
Super Star. He also directed their 50th Anniversary production of The Sound
Of Music. A tremendous asset to the club, we are sure you will enjoy Bill’s
rendition of this special Burns poem.

The ImMortal Memory
by rAb cowan, member
Burns Suppers have been part of Scottish culture for
about 200 years as a means of commemorating our best
loved bard. And when Burns immortalized haggis in verse
he created a central link that is maintained to this day.
The tradition of a Burns dinner began by close
friends of Burns a few years after his death in 1796 as a
tribute to his memory. The basic format for the evening
has remained unchanged since that time and the highlight
is ‘The Immortal Memory’ where all attending may listen,
learn and better understand this unique and special man who died at the
young age of thirty seven.
Born in Dundee, Scotland sometime before 1970! Rab at the ripe old
age of 16 years and 2 months, joined the Royal Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers (REME) and began his career as an apprentice tradesman, based
in Arborfield Berkshire England.
He has served all over the world in different ranks from Craftsman
to W01 (ASM) with the highlight being Berlin, Germany, during the time the
Berlin wall came down in November 1989. Having served operationally in
Northern Ireland, Iraqi and Kuwait, Rab left the Army in October 1997 and
then went to work for the Sultanate of Oman.
Rab is married to Shannon, a wee lass from Moose Jaw and they
have been together for the past 14 years. Currently Rab is working in the Alberta Oil Patch as a Maintenance Manager for Halliburton. A great lover of
the Scottish fare and especially partial to a drop of the nectar of the glens,
Scotch Whisky. Rab became a proud Canadian Citizen in 2004 but is still a
fanatical Celtic soccer supporter and still immensely proud of his Scottish
heritage.

The Scottish Shoppe
White Heather Imports (1997) Ltd.
1206 – 17th Avenue, SW., Calgary, AB Canada. T2T 0B8

Jim Osborne

Email:scotshop@telus.net

Phone (403) 264 6383

Be sure to enter our draw for the Quaich
donated by The Scottish Shoppe.

Jolly B

World Famou
Robert Marsh
Scotch Steward

Bruichladdich Redder Still

2013 Selections as made by
OUR FEATURED WHISKY

This year's feature Scotch Whisky is something truly special. We had to dig deep for this
one. The Redder Still is a hyper collectible Scotch. Only 4080 bottles were released
worldwide, and almost all went straight to the cellars of collectors who will likely, and
sadly, auction them in the future, rather than taste this delightful dram. The Medicine
Hat Burns Club was able to track not one, but two bottles of this delicious drink. At 50.5%
and at 23 years old, this is a whisky to savor. Give it time to open up and let the wine
notes from the Chateu Lafleur rise from the depths as it oxidizes in the fresh air of your
glass. No harm in adding a drop or two of water to break the oils up and allow it to open
further. Floral notes will greet your nose, with hints of red grape dancing in the
background. Red berries and fruits gently rise up. Upon first taste, the flavours are more
complex than your nose lets on. Smooth, silky, subtle, there is nothing
overpowering, almost making you forget this is cask strength. The fruits
take centre stage; pushing the vanilla and honey and a small sea salt
note to the choir loft. Sweet malted barley rounds this experience out
nicely. We're proud of this one. Not sure how we'll top in next year,
but we will give it our best effort.
$19 per dram

Dalwhinnie 15yr
Sublime stuff! Slight smoke, and slight
melony fruit on the nose. Silky
smooth taste with barley sweetness
coating the palate, then a honeyed
sweetness finishes it all off. Nothing
overpowering on this one. Perfect for
beginners.

$7 per dram

Kristina Shoesmith
Scotch Hostess

All servings - 1 1/2 oz

Beggars

us Scotch Bar

y the Club’s Scotch Steward
Edradour Caledonia
Caledonia, in addition to being an archaic name for Scotland was also the name of our
2011 Feature Whisky. This 12 year old single malt has been matured at least four years in
Olorso sherry and is very chewy and fruity. Brewed in the worlds smallest (3 man)
distillery, a must-try whisky that is rarer than hens teeth on this continent. Be sure to get
some before it’s gone.
$7 per dram

Bruichladdich 16yr
A true Scotches Scotch here. All bourbon. Sweet honey and caramel and a fresh crisp,
clean smell. But wait, there's more! Wait to taste and let this dram linger a bit longer and
the complexity arises. Notes of melon, pear, apple come forth... even a floral note tiptoes
around the edges. When you cannot resist any longer and finally taste this nectar from
the small Isle of Islay, you will be greeted with bowel of vanilla butterscotch and a hint of
fresh fruit on the side. Sweet malt is ever present along with dry shortbread. A warming
finish with a slight tea note complete this spirit nicely. It's no wonder Bruicladdich
considers it a classic.
$9 per dram

Balvenie Sherry Oak 17yr
Such an exquisite liquid, it could have been this years feature, and almost was. 17 years in
Oloroso Sherry barrels have served this drink well. This is what a Sherried Scotch should
be. Sweet and soft on the nose - not at all pungent - Balvenie is simply showing off here.
Sweetness smacks your nose, with only the slightest hint of spice. It begs to be tasted.
Take a good, friendly, healthy, sip! Thick and chewy liquid will coat your mouth. Your nose
didn't lie; it's sweet. Sure, there's some spice there too, but it never leaves the shadows in
the distance. As much as it coats, it stays clean and fresh; a tough challenge for such a rich
Scotch. The finish is long and drying in true Sherried Scotch fashion.
$9 per dram

Atholl Brose
Scotch whisky, married with oats, drained after several days. Next, we
lovingly add cream and a wee dollop of brandy. Lastly, we stir in heather
honey to create a youthful sweetness to this spirit. Delicious. A brilliant after
dinner liquor hand crafted, as per the Queens Own Highlanders secret recipe.
$5 per dram

The Club would like to recognize its members and
Honoured and Special Guests who received
THE QUEEN ELIZABETH II
DIAMOND JUBILEE MEDAL

CLUB MEMBERS
Mike Duffy

Police & Community service

Chris Gerbrandt, CD

Military & Community service

Don Girling, CD

Police, Military & Community service

Major Les McCulloch (UK Issue)
Military service

Ken Montgomery

Police, Business & Community service

UK Issue

Malcolm Sissons

Business & Community service

HONOURED & SPECIAL GUESTS
La Var Payne MP
Community service

Mayor Norm Boucher
Police & Community service

Col. Jim Landon, MBE (UK Issue)
Military service

Lt. Col Steve Nevin (UK Issue)
Military service

Lt. Col. Nick Sealy-Thompson (UK Issue)
Military service

Lt. Col. Leslie Sealy-Thompson (UK Issue)
Military service

Lt. Col. Doug Claggett, CD
Military service

Major Kevin Conrad, CD
Military service

Warrant Officer Alex McKinnon (UK Issue)
Military service

The Club also wishes to recognize Mike Duffy for being
awarded the 2012 United
Way of SE Alberta Ethel Currie volunteer of the year.

2012 Jolly
Beggars BANQUET
Limited each year to 37 men (also know as cronies), and with the exception of our hostess Poosie Nancy, men only. 37 is the number as Burns was
only 37 when he died. The Jolly Beggars, supported by the club hosts this
special annual Burns event each fall, and this year was the fourth annual.
Attendees are selected due to involvment with the Jolly Beggars, the club, or
as honored guests.

Kristina Shoesmith, Neil Chisholm, Gavin Anderson, Ian Baird, Jim Balmer, Ernie Benesch,
Steve Bostock, Ray Bojakli, Clarence Briggs, Bill Cocks, Poosie Nancy, Kevin Conrad, Rab
Cowan, Mike Duffy, Craig Elder, Chris Gerbrandt, Don Girling, Jimmy Hutchens, Stewart
Kennedy, Alex Kirk, Robert Marsh, Todd McInnes, Mark McKay, Robert McKenzie, Dave
Millburn, Ken Montgomery, Bob Mutch, Frank Pancotto, Adolf Seiler, Malcolm Sissons,
Les Scholly, Rick Spencer, Nick Sealy–Thompson, Kevin Van Der Kooy, Patrick Wallace,
Clayton Wenzel and Danielle O’Brien

Proud to support culture in the local community

auld lang syne
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And never brought to mind,
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And auld Lang Syne!
For auld Lang Syne my dear,
For auld Lang Syne,
We’ll tak a cup o’ kindness yet,
For auld Lang Syne.
And there’s a hand, my trusty fere!
And gie’s a hand o’ thine!
And we’ll tak’ a right gude-willie waught,
For auld Lang Syne.

CUSTOM EMBROIDERY & AD SPECIALTIES

403-526-5730
radcasuals@shaw.ca
www.radcasuals.com
Corporate Wear, Team Uniforms, Jackets, Pens, Hats, Mugs, Watches

printed by Boylan Imaging

